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SUB J : MEETING WITH MENGISTU 

REF: A. STATE 191143, B. STATE 206774, C. ADDIS ABABA 5172 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO MY REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH MENGISTU, I WAS 
CALLED TO MENELIK PALACE WITH NO NOTICE AT ALL THIS MORNING. 

1 MADE ALL POINTS PARAS 3-5 REFTEL (A) AS AMENDED BY REFTEL (B). 
MENGISTU REPLIED IN CORDIAL TERMS, EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR 
OUR GROWING COMPREHENSION OF ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION, BUT PICKED 
UP SPECIFICALLY ONLY MY REFERENCE TO OUR INTEREST IN HIS 
PROPOSAL TO SEND AN AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON, SAYING THAT IT 
WAS INDEED THEIR INTENTION TO ACCREDIT AN AMBASSADOR TO 
WASHINGTON AND THAT WE SHOULD CONSIDER IT A SIGN THAT 
ETHIOPIA SINCERELY WISHED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS. 

2. HE THEN STOPPED AND CONFERRED BRIEFLY WITH MAIOR BERHANE 
BAYEH OF PMAC, FOLLOWING WHICH HE LAUNCHED INTO 10-MINUTE 
EXPOSE IN NEED IN TERMS OF HOSTILITIES NOW ENGAGING 
ETHIOPIA FOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT CONTRACTED FOR BY EPMG 

IN U.S. (HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED SPARES AND AMMO BUT 
CAREFULLY NOTED HE NOT REFERRING TO ANYTHING NEW), AND 
TO CONTRIBUTION WE COULD MAKE TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF 
REVOLUTION BY PERMITTING DELIVERY OF THAT EQUIPMENT, A 
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CONTRIBUTION THAT ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE WOULD NEVER FORGET. 

I TOLD HIM THAT AS HE KNEW, WE CONSIDERED OUR MILITARY 
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP TO HAVE BEEN TERMINATED AND SAID 
THAT I WOULD BE LESS THAN HONEST WITH HIM IF I DID NOT 
SAY THAT IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT WE WERE NOT PRE- 
PARED UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES TO RESUME IT. I WOULD 
NONETHELESS CERTAINLY PASS ON HIS VIEWS TO WASHINGTON. 
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3. COMMENT: MENGISTU WAS RELAXED AND GENERALLY CORDIAL. 
THIS TIME THERE WERE NONE OF THE CONVOLUTED EXPLANATIONS 
OF THE PAST TWO MEETINGS. HE MADE NO COMMENT TO MY REPLY 
ON MILITARY ASSISTANCE. IF NOTHING ELSE, HE GAVE IM- 
PRESSION OF BEING MORE COMFORTABLE IN HIS DISCUSSIONS 
WITH ME. DETAILED REPORT OF CONVERSATION BY SEPTEL. 
TIENKEN 
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